	Shaping a sustainable future for the South West?  



	Embedding SD principles into new regional arrangements.
	What we have to build on:
	Some potential options:
	Your feedback/other ideas:

	1. New Single Regional Strategy 

How can the region build on/use any existing regional frameworks concerned with embedding SD principles in order to inform the new SRS? 


	The online RSDF Sustainability Shaper 
10 sustainability operating principles; customised modules and emerging action frameworks. www.shapersw.net
Launched Jan 07. 
Supported by DEFRA, EA, GOSW, SWRDA, RA & LGA

The SD policies of the RSS (recently weakened by Secretary of States proposed changes)
The Statement of Intent in the Regional Economic Strategy that the SW will ‘demonstrate that economic growth can be secured within environmental limits.’

	Reviewing the status of the RSDF/Shaper

Translating the RSDF principles into guidelines for the new SRS at an early stage

Developing the Sustainability Shaper to also offer a delivery plan with annual SD progress targets as originally intended by government. 
Creating completely new sustainability guidance
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	2. Effective SD Challenge  

How can the region ensure there is capability/expertise for effective independent challenge – which integrates social, economic & environmental priorities by embedding SD principles – rather than focussing on individual stakeholder themes? 


	Sustainability South West (SSW) offers independent challenge and guidance through its appraisals/commentaries on regional policy & delivery plans & has contributed to the Regional Assembly’s Select Committees/Strategic Reviews 

The Regional Assembly SEEPs
offer challenge on a range of social, economic and environmental issues. 


	Build on SSWs experience in providing integrated SD Challenge in line with this part of the RCB independent  champion role recommended by government.

SSW to continue to offer independent SD advice & challenge as part of a wider challenge process

Completely new SD challenge structure & process developed
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	3. Sustainability Appraisal  
How can independent sustainability appraisal be strengthened?


	Currently SSW prepares RSDF based high level strategic appraisal and commentaries based on the application of the regions; SD operating principles. 
If RSDF were developed to include more detailed priorities, objectives; annual progress monitors etc –  the RSDF could be used by SSW, other organisations , consultants etc as the basis  more detailed appraisals 
	RSDF could be  developed to include more detailed priorities, objectives; annual progress monitors etc –  the RSDF could then be used by SSW, other organisations , consultants etc as the basis  more detailed appraisals
The status of any SD appraisals on the SRS & its delivery plans could be reviewed  

A system for public reporting on effect of SD appraisal could be established
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	4. Regional Champion Body (RCB) 
Government believes that RCBs “have an important role in delivering SD in the regions.”
How should Sustainability South West role be maximised to support the region under the new arrangements to ensure it is fit for purpose?  


	SSW currently bases its approach on Government guidance on what en effective RCB should be ie: 

Independent providing a  critical friend role to regional bodies and constructively challenging strategies from an SD perspective 
Inclusive with wide cross-sectoral representation 

Influential as a result of its membership and actions 

Capable of delivering campaigns, programmes and projects that exemplify SD excellence 

Well-networked with partnerships in & beyond SW.

Financially Sustainable run efficiently with resources secured from the region to ensure stability and from outside the region where opportunities arise

For detailed info on SSW see:

www.sustainabilitysouthwest.org.uk
	Regional partners and LA’s review SSW activities against these qualities to determine current effectiveness and any areas requiring further support/improvement. 
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	5. Local authorities 

How can local authorities/ LSPs/any new LA Leaders Forum be supported to build their own capacity on SD given their new role in the proposed new regional arrangements?


	Post the Local Agenda 21 era in the 1990s - there is now no typical/consistent SD Manager post/role in LAs across the region.
Currently no regional network to support SD within LA’s/LSP’s exists. No resources are currently available to support such a service.
SSW has worked with a number of County Councils; City Councils, Unitary authorities and District Councils on embedding SD principles into LAA’s, Community Strategies and the work of LSPs. 


	A regional network to offer SD training, learning and good practice could be established.
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	6. Regional Funding Allocation 

How can SD principles be integrated into criteria for the Regional Funding Allocation process? (For government spending on Economic Development, Housing & Transport in the region) 


	Currently the region’s SD operating principles are not embedded into criteria/the decision making process for Regional Funding Allocation 
	SD principles could be embedded into the RFA process and an independent report on the effect of their application made available. 
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	7. RDA Performance
How can SD principles be better embedded into the RDA’s Tasking Framework/monitoring? 


	Currently, SD principles are not reflected across the RDA’s tasking framework/monitoring system.

	To embed SD principles into the tasking framework to reflect SD priorities and aspirations for the SW region. 
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	8. Stakeholder Priorities 

Do the SW 10 SD operating principles capture your stakeholder group priorities and how can the approach taken to addressing your priorities also support the wider set of SD principles to contribute to a sustainable future?


	Currently the RSDF/Sustainability Shaper offers an SD measuring up framework for all stakeholders to apply to their strategies, delivery plans, projects.

www.shapersw.net
Customised modules based on the 10 SD principles have been prepared in partnership with different stakeholder groups to help them to maximise their own contribution to SD. Modules include:

· Sustainable Communities
· Economic Development

· Leadership 

· Natural Environment

· Heritage (launch 30 Oct 08)  
Planned:

· Equalities

· Climate Change

· Green Infrastructure

	All social, economic and environmental aspects of the new regional arrangements could be ‘sustainability proofed’ by consistently applying the Shaper SD principles and preparing recommendations to maximise the sustainability of all regional strategy and delivery.
	


Please provide the following information to help us to illustrate cross-sector representation: 
Sector (please put an ‘x’ next to the most applicable):
___  Health
___  Voluntary sector – social  


 ___   Learning and skills

___  Local Government
___  Voluntary sector – environment

 ___   Equalities
___  Heritage and culture
___  Private sector – small/medium business
 ___  Transport and access

___  Tourism
___  Private sector - large business   
             ___  Community group/organisation

___  Education
___  Public sector – environment


 ___  Planning

___  Housing
___  Public sector – social



 ___  Economic development 

___  Rural development
___  Other (please note)   _________________________ 

Organisation/Company:  ______________________________________________________ 
Optional: 
Please provide your name and email address if you would like to be kept up to date and to receive the monthly e-update Sustainability Now. Your name will not be linked to any views/feedback expressed on this form.

Name:   ____________________________________________________________ 
Email:   ____________________________________________________________ 
Returning the form:
Please email the form to info@sustainabilitysouthwest.org.uk or post to: 

Sustainability South West 

2 Rivergate

Temple Quay

Bristol BS1 6EH

If you have any questions or would like more information, please phone SSW on 0117 900 1751

