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messages

Jonathon Porritt

President

Bit by bit, the pieces of our sustainable development jigsaw
are coming together. The realisation of just how big an
impact climate change is going to have on our lives is now
the principal driver of that process. But high energy prices,
massive development pressures, growing concern about
public health issues and changing consumer expectations
are all contributing to that sense of “do it now, not
tomorrow”!

The English regions have a critical role in delivering real
change on the ground. Of all the regional ‘champion bodies,
Sustainability South West is seen as a real trailblazer,
particularly with its work on construction and tourism, as
well as for the quality of its engagement with the Regional
Development Agency, the Government Office and the
Regional Assembly.

Being a ‘critical friendto these regional bodies is not as
easy asit sounds, but it is fundamental to getting the jigsaw
finished.

Julian Dennis

Chair

Our annual review provides us with the opportunity to mark
ayear's worth of activity and to offer our thanks to all those
who provide the important pieces of the Sustainability
South West jigsaw -
including our members,
funding organisations,
partners and staff.

| am honoured to have
been nominated as the new
Chair of Sustainability South
West and indebted to my
predecessors. Itis now my
hope to drive the agenda
forward and harness the influential power of SSW to deliver
change in the region. As the first SSW chair to come from a
predominantly private sector background, it is my belief that
sustainable development is not the preserve of individuals,
charities, government, utilities or business — it is a collective
challenge we must all respond to in every area of our lives.

Sustainability South West is a uniquely influential group,
bringing together experience from a very wide range of
sectors and backgrounds with the common goal of
accelerating change towards a more sustainable South West.

This year the government’s national sustainable
development strateqy, Securing the Future, and the region’s
new economic strategy made the path ahead clearer —
economic success and social progress must be delivered

within the limits of our precious environment. The
increasing threat of damaging climate change makes this
priority more urgent than ever and our work during 05/06
directly addressed the key issues and promoted practical
solutions to the challenging puzzle of sustainability.

Leslie Watson

Director

This year we brought elements together to create something
greater than the sum of the parts.

We joined up new national policy and guidance on
strengthening the delivery of sustainable development in
the regions with a unique understanding of the
sustainability challenges of the South West. We added the
knowledge and experience of the huge range of sectors
represented by our members. We fitted in independent
strategy appraisals and projects on sustainable construction,
tourism and packaging — connecting theory with practice to
complete the sustainability picture. We reported on this
changing picture through our website and our Sightings
news and comment magazine which highlights many
important pieces of sustainability activity by organisations
across the region.

Throughout this year of working on sustainability
solutions we benefited as ever from the unique contribution
of all our members who give their time for free and who
advise and challenge the work of the staff team. My very
special thanks to our Chair and Trustees who, crucially, also

support the internal running of the organisation.

Other key pieces of Sustainability South West include the
staff team. They are all very professionally and personally
committed to achieving more action on sustainability. They
each offer special qualities and much enthusiasm to the
delivery of our work programme.

The Sustainability South West jigsaw hangs together by
the resources contributed by our partner funding
organisations and this year we have invited these
organisations to express the benefits that they see from
supporting Sustainability South West as the region’s
‘champion body’for sustainable development.

Solving a puzzle requires creative thinking, energy,
determination and a holistic vision — thanks to the
continuing support we receive from our region,
Sustainability South West has all the pieces in place to
deliver its job.



our members

building a picture of a
sustainable south west

Our work programme is directly informed by our members who join asindividuals and give their time
forfree. They bring together the experience of a wide range of sectors and their individual perspectives
each provide a different piece of the jigsaw, allowing a picture to emerge of how sustainable
development will be achieved in the South West.
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SSW Members during 2005-6 were:

Gareth Allen [TV Westcountry

Bob Bewley English Heritage

Mike Birkin Friends of the Earth

John Blewitt University of Exeter

Philip Bostock Exeter City Council

Tim Boyes-Watson Learning South West

Richard Cresswell Environment Agency

Julian Dennis Wessex Water

Colin Drummond Viridor Waste Management
Nicola Ellen* Somerfield

Mike Fox* Torbay Council

Paul Gompertz Devon Wildlife Trust

Mark Harold The National Trust

Chris Hines Eden Project

Simon Hooton South West Regional Development Agency
Bryony Houlden South West Regional Assembly
Brian Kennelly Geo-Science

(ate Le-Grice Mack South West Regional Assembly
Jim Longhurst* University of the West of England
Anita Longley RWE Npower

Jackie Longworth Trade Union Congress

Liz McGrath* Learning South West

Tim Render Government Office South West
Louise Thornhill Countryside Agency

Janette Ward English Nature

Brendan Yates Department of Health

*Stood down this year
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piecing it together:

work programme
highlights

Regional Sustainable Development Framework
All the UK regions have developed a Regional Sustainable
Development Framework (RSDF), or equivalent, to act as a
sustainable development guide for policy and delivery. In
2005 SSW was asked by the regional Government Office to
co-ordinate a review of the South West's RSDF. The resulting
report — Fit for Purpose? — was informed by interviews with
over 50 stakeholders along with the latest research and
national guidance. The report revealed an appetite for a
‘smarter’more decisive and accessible RSDF which would
really support the region to make progress on sustainability.
Following these recommendations SSW convened a working
group to update and develop the RSDF into an interactive
online awareness-raising and decision-making tool with a
launch planned for late 2006.

Visit www.swrsdf.org.uk to see how you can be involved in shaping

asustainable future for the South West \

FUTURE FOUNDATIONS

Building a better South West

Future Foundations
This year Future Foundations has
gained support forimplementing

Lesley Seymour and colleagues
at theGenesis Project, Somerset {

sustainable construction from those within and outside the
region:influencing many of the regional policies, advice
programmes and strategies and gaining larger audiences
and increased impact from the work done by steering group
members and others. Major achievements this year include:
over 150 pledges to sustainable construction through the
website; developing and supporting policy on carbon neutral
developments for the Regional Spatial Strategy;
development of a South West Sustainability Checklist for
Developments in partnership with the Building Research
Establishment (BRE) and WWF; expanding the Future

Foundations steering group; recognition of the project’s
contribution to the DTI Sustainable Construction Strategy;
rolling out a series of county based ‘advice daysacross the
region integrating sustainability into the Health & Safety
agenda and inputting into the Regional Housing Strategy
and Low Carbon Housing & Fuel Poverty Strategy.

“Future Foundations has provided a framework for raising
awareness of sustainable construction with the region’s key
stakeholders. Regional policy now embraces sustainable
construction and Future Foundations'role is to complete the

jigsaw by supporting delivery, quantifying the real benefits

and celebrating sustainable construction success.”

Lesley Seymour, Development Director
Visit www.futurefoundations.co.uk for more information

Future Footprints o
This is the year that Future Footprints }
followed Future Foundations into the
major league as SSW’s second
partnership initiative with its own
dedicated project manager. Thanks to support from The
South West Regional Development Agency/South West
Tourism and further contributions from the Countryside
Agency, English Nature and the Eden Project, Future
Footprints was able to resource a campaign re-launch for
summer 2006. Since the new manager has
been in post a new steering group has been
successfully  established, a new
communications strategy isin place and a
completely new website with all kinds of
help,advice and resources is now on-line.
“The South West is poised to be the
leader in sustainable tourism and to set the
example of how local communities u_..l o
and environments can benefitfrom ¢ N |
tourism. Future Footprints is, and
will hopefully continue to be, a vital . e
part of that process. This year the
project has gone from strength to strength, with great
support from partners and steering group members.”

Lynn Gibbons, Project Manager .
Visit www futurefootprints.org.uk for more info -""H. (—}
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Keeping the South West special
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Pioneers of Packaging

SSW’s Pioneers of Packaging
award scheme was developed L
with the support of the =
Environment Agency, the South m e [.'-'f“ﬂ ":'
West Regional Assembly and the

South West Local Government Association. The award was
designed to highlight the proactive work companies are
undertaking in making their packaging more sustainable,
inspiring others to review their own approach. On the 24th
June 2005 the winners were revealed at a special ceremony
held at Somerset College of Arts and Technology in Taunton.

Valueform,
famongthe winners
of the Pioneers of
Packaging Awards

The ceremony was opened by MEP Caroline Jackson and the
winners included Marks & Spencer in the big business
category, Clipper tea in the small to medium business
category and Valueform in the innovation category for their
100% biodegradable food trays manufactured from left over
maize leaves and stems. SSW intends to follow up the
Awards with a‘consumer guide’to packaging in 2007.

“The Awards did a huge amount to raise the profile of
SSW among the private sector and highlight how businesses
could improve their sustainability record, improve their
image and save money!”

Sylvie Channon, project co-ordinator

Leadership fora

One Planet Economy BRI
On the 16th January 2006 SSW,

with support from the Environment Agency and backing
from the South West Regional Development Agency, hosted






